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after seceded from fear of singularity. There must
be more method still. Every ritual was crammed
into their devotions ; they debated, and against
John's judgment resorted to the dubious practice
of ejaculatory prayer. It did not dawn on Wesley
that it was his own magnetism that had attracted
the group, and that without him all this rigour
was meaningless.

Then, in 1734, his father, thinking himself fail-
ing, suggested that his second son should succeed
him at Epworth. No, no, he must stay at Oxford,
even if he became more and more outcast, even
if he had fewer and fewer pupils, even if he made
no converts. At all costs he would make sure of
salvation ; and when that year Aspasia made an
advance, sending him a letter from Dublin, his
answer was cold, final. How could she think that
he could help her ? "I sincerely thank you for
what is past." The key was turned in the lock,
unequivocally. Cyrus was dead. Thus, headed
by Wesley, the remnant of the Club, reinforced
by Whitefield, went deeper into the mysteries of
the faith. Ought they not to mix water with the
wine at the Lord's Supper ? Clearly that had
been an omission. Yet still Wesley felt he was
getting no closer. He dabbled in the writings of
the mystics ; they were dangerously seductive,
and nearly shipwrecked his faith; but their
" noble descriptions of union with God," he found
in the end, " made everything else appear mean,
flat, and insipid," - works, faith, everything.